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CAIRNGORM ESTATE

Cairngorm Estate, 1418 ha, is owned by 
Highlands and Islands Enterprise, and occupies 
the Northern slopes of the Cairngorms, promi-
nently seen from many points in Strathspey.

Cairngorm Ranger Service is wholly-funded by 
HIE and employed by Cairngorm Mountain 
Limited. The Ranger Service is deployed across 
Cairngorm Estate to ensure professional 
stewardship of the land, by advising HIE and 
CML, visiting users and others, applying the 
visitor management plan (VMP) and monitor-
ing scheme (DMS), ensuring that the provisions 
of the Cairngorm Estate Management Plan are 
carried out.

The Cairngorm Ranger Service team
(L to R)  Heather Morning, Ruari Macdonald. 

SARDA dog Milly & Nic Bullivant

Allt Choire Chais

Cairn Gorm Summit 
from the Mountain Garden
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KEEPING AN EYE ON IT ALL

DETAILED MONITORING SCHEME

The Ranger Service continued to keep 
the whole estate under review, and 
monitored internet and other media 
postings about Cairngorm to advise visi-
tors and the Company and to carry out 
works as required.

Ruari Macdonald during baseline 
footpath monitoring - length, depth and width of 
erosion measurements are taken - sometimes it is 
very difþcult to gauge where the damage ground 
ends - unless its a cliff edge!

SNOW CAGE STUDY
To assist with research into the effects 
of habitat, shelter and snow cover on the 
survival of seedling trees, a researcher 
planted small plants of native species 
at sixteen locations between 700m and 
1000m above sea level in the ski area. To 
protect the plants from deer and hares, 
they were covered by open mesh cages.

The Ranger Service undertook photo-
graphic monitoring of the snow covering 
the plants throughout the winter to allow 
the researcher to assess the length of 
time for which they were buried.

Plant cages summer & winter 

EARLY SNOW

Early snow in October and November produced some 
wonderful days in 2008 and even a bit of early ski-
ing. The snowfencing on Cairn Gorm provides a way 
for catching snow to be compacted for snowsports. It 
also helps create some wonderful snowdrifts. Pictured 
is on the Traverse ski run in Coire Cas




